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City of Norton

PLANNING COMMISSION
Tuesday, May 11, 2010

The Planning Commission of the City of Norton, Ohio, convened for a public meeting in Council
Chambers at the Safety Administration Building. Chairman Spisak called the meeting to order at
6:50p.m.

L. ATTENDANCE:
PRESENT: Mark Spisak, Janet Jacobs, Ralph Dowling, Todd Houser
ABSENT: John Conklin

ALSO PRESENT: Pat Ryan, Zoning Inspector

18 PUBLIC APPLICATIONS: None

. OLD BUSINESS:

Chairman Spisak stated Internet Café Sweepstake Businesses proposed regulations were on
the Agenda. Chairman Spisak stated that Summit County passed regulations on May 10, 2010
and he noted there might be a lawsuit regarding these regulations set by the County. Chairman
Spisak also said that he understood the County used the City of Akron’s regulations as a model
but so far Akron has not been sued.

The Commission discussed the County regulations that were passed the previous evening. Mr.
Dowling mentioned in the Akron Beacon Journal article on May 11, the Internet sweepstake
businesses’ concerns were about the police coming in without probable cause or search
warrants, the game machine certifications required and fees.

The Commission discussed the fees that are currently in place for Amusement Arcades and if
they would want them to be the same for the Internet businesses.

The Commission discussed what profits these businesses generate and what fees would be
reasonable based on profits. The Commission also discussed how winnings are paid out and
how or if they are reported for tax purposes.

Mr. Dowling brought up the distances from schools, bars, etc. that the County regulations list
and compared them to our proposed draft. They also discussed where these would be allowed
in the city.

Ms. Ryan stated she has not heard from the law director directly on how he wanted to proceed,
if at all.

Chairman Spisak asked Ms. Ryan to contact the law director and get his opinion on this.
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Chairman Spisak asked if there was any other Old Business. There was none.

V. NEW BUSINESS:

Chairman Spisak mentioned he attended the Cleveland Massillon Road widening meeting and
gave the Commission an update on traffic patterns and the plans being proposed.

Chairman Spisak also gave an update on the Council workshop that was held. Chairman
Spisak said it dealt mostly with sewers, redistricting the wards due to downsizing Council and
executive session.

Chairman Spisak asked if there was any other New Business. There was none.

V. MINUTES:

Chairman Spisak asked if there were any corrections to the minutes from April 13, 2010. Being
none, Chairman Spisak made a motion to approve the minutes from April 13, 2010 as
written. Ms. Jacobs seconded. ROLL CALL: Mr. Dowling-Yes, Ms. Jacobs-Yes, Mr.
Houser-Yes, Mr. Spisak-Yes. Motion to approve passed 4-0.

V1. ADJOURNMENT:

Chairman Spisak said the next meeting would be May 25, 2010.

With no further business before the Commission, Chairman adjourned the meeting at 7:36pm.

D

Planning Commissio Chajr/Vice-Chair Planning Commission Vice-Chair/Member
é/gé‘o /ngﬂm——— - §-/0

Date / Interim Secretﬁ/
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PLANNING COMMISSION
AUDIENCE ATTENDANCE RECORD

The following individuals were present and wished to épeak at the Meeting of the Planning
Commission held on Tuesday, May 11, 2010

PLEASE PRINT:

NAME: STREET ADDRESS (NO P.O. BOX): CITY & ZIP CODE:

Signed:
Stenographer

A SIGNED ORIGINAL OF THIS DOCUMENTATION SHALL BE FILED WITH THE CLERK OF COUNCIL.
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Insurer Medical Mutual
pushes top doctors to write
prescriptions electronically.
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Vote to be held on law
requiring license, fees
and testing of games
At township storefronts

By Rick Armon
Beacon Journal staff writer

Summit County is closer to
imposing r tions on store-
front gambehgx-lughparlors.

County Council’s Rules
Committee on. Monday ap-
proved legislation that would
require Internet cafes, sweep-

es cafes and skill arcades
in the county’s nine townships
to obtain an annual license and
pay fees.

- --—Under-an-amendment sub-

mitted Monday, they also
would have to provide a certif-
icate showing gxat their games
have been tested by an inde-
pendent company and comply
with Ohio gambling laws.

The full council is expected
to vote next Monday on the
proposal, which is designed to
crack down on businesses that
isl?me consider unsavory and

“T don’t think these kind of
businesses are what we want
in‘our community,” Spring-
field Township Trustee Dean
Young told council members
during the hourlong commit-
tee meeting.

Couhcilwonian Paula Pren-
tice proposed the legislation
after recéiving comiplaints
from Springﬁelf and Coventry
Township. trustees that too
many were opening in their
communities. .

They say the businesses

- fled to the townships after cit-

ies such as Akron and Tall-
madge started regulating
them. Unlike cities and villag-

‘es, townships have no regula-

tory authonty.
. 'The owners have said they
aren’'t opposed to some over-
sight, but they don’t want to be
regulated out of business.
They also have complained
that they’ve been unfairly Ia-
beled as illegal underground
operatiosis. = o
They say their businesses
are legal. ‘
Under the county proposal,
the businesses would be re-
uired to obtain an annual
1,000 license from the coun-
ty’s Office of Consumer Af-,
fairs, submit detailed paper-
work identifying the owner
and all workers, and pay a
$200 fee per machine every six
months, '
That per-machine fee may
change, though. Council mem-
bers Jerry Feeman, Gloria
Rodgers and Ilene Shapiro
suggested that the amount

Please sée County, B3
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p Rondo

CHARLES RRUPA/Associat=d

ﬂaﬁdﬂmsu&els]annswverkomhﬁ:ﬂhm

ntch on defense

ctory at TD Garden. Hehada

ouble wrapped up by the end of
1guarter.-

d Wilt Chamberlain (29 poi

mds and 13 assists in 1967).

was absolutely sensational,”

‘oach Doc Rivers said of Rondo,
Please see Ridenuwr AR

Summit
may vote
tonight

On gaming
regulation

Spﬁngﬁeld Twp. manager
fears County Council plan -
might kill legitimate business

By Rick Armon

Beacon Joumal staff writer
SPRINGFIELD TWP.: Don Michel doesn’t mind
that Summit County wants to regulate storefront

gambling parlors.

Rt Py G i Syt Tonnbip
nS , just

doesn’t want them overregulated.
ion to him? High govern-
ment fes that orce legitimate businesses to

“They assume that places
hike this are millions of
dollars,” Michel said last week
during an interview outside
Gold Rush, a converted box-
style convenience store on
Massillon Road. “This one

lt-ﬁ

ter complamts from Springfield and Coventry
) trustees about p toomanyofﬂlelmsx-

?ﬂags,havenomgu]ah)ryan—'

Theleg:slahonwmﬂdreqtmeﬂ:eblmn&s
togetanannnalhcense, per-machine fee,
thatatifly thhOlnosgam—
glllzg]aws dlsdmewhoownstheopemuon.
cﬂmﬂnbeshzvesu&ed&atﬂxelegls-
lation wouldn’t legalize fllegal businesses. nes
Parlor operators nvately
about the amfmmbl p
County Cmmcil to complam. But they have
stayed out of the public debate.
busings owmes sbons the comsty W‘“ ol
owners cmmty
most havm'tnsponded
views. Michel, 69 nehredGoodymr Tire&
RnbberCo.machm:st,was cmlypemmwﬂl~




ED SURA JR./Akran Beacon Journal

This stretch of Massillon Road in Springfield Township includes the Gold Rush Players Club (open) and the Intemet Connection (closed).

Gambling

Springfield, Coventry
can't restrict parlors

Continued from Page A1

He bristled at the term “gam-
bling parlor,” saying that carries
a ive connotation for many
U%M.n Instead, he said, the busi-
nesses are places for adults to
Play games and be entertained,

] >Wm_no%m&. however, main-
tain you're paying money
to win money, E&w«%ﬂ&g

Michel contended. that local
authorities have failed to enforce
zoning laws to weed out the ille-

nesses are i y by
some of the so-called Internet
cafes aren’t even hooked up to
the World Wide Web.

- Also, he said, some businesses
ets up to $10 per spin,
Payouts topping

Some of those businesses are
attracting customers from all
around Northeast Ohio and are
AHHuEbm in cash, Enwm MM.E.

0se operations may laugh at
of thousands in fees,
operations like Gold

Rush would Or g0 un~
der, he said. struggle or g

He ested that the
restrict og oap the amownt of fh
bet itted. That is not in the

Two Springfield parlors, i

0 ors, in-

cluding %un that sits neark
across the street from the
Rush, were raided by local au-

ing from a r he operated

in id he's not worded
E._.ﬁndb.gn Rush,

“I'm not afraid of the law

ing in and questioning what
we're moEm here,” he sai
Michel, who is appesling his
convictions, said he took the
Gold Rush business plan to au-

thorities for them to examine
and no one has bothered the
busi 4

Gold Rush as a co-
operative, Michel said, with

ut 1,800 individual owners
who pay monthly dues of $30,
Those people get to games

e for o pronien ey
0 ee,

a $10 nnﬁwﬁgmonou&ow%nw
ing fee.

Players receive 1,000 free
credits for every $10 service,
whether it's parking or food, for
example,

No money is put into the ma-
chines. Instead, people have to
redeem credit vouchers to play,
and those credits are controlled
by a clerk. Michel said the fact
that people aren’t pavine tn nlav

. PROPOSED REGULATIONS

m:i.::no::@oc::n_:m&ﬂmﬂgssﬁggu
_.Bvemn_s.ﬁn___mﬁnm.:____:numzca in the county’s nine
townships. Here are key components of the leglslation:

= The Summit Courtty Office of Consumer Affairs would oversee the
regulations. - - A

.W Intemet cafes, sweepstakes parlors and skill arcades wouldbe

required to buy an annual $1,000 license and pay a $200 per-
machine fee every six months.

= The businesses would be required to provide names and
addresses of all owners and emplayees. :

m Licenses would not be issued to a business if someone involved *
has been convicted of a gambling “or ather crime of moral tumpitude
within five years preceding the application,” R

m The businesses would be required to provide a certificate or report -
from “an authorized independent testing laboratory™ showing that
their machines comply with state gambling laws. .

w Severity-five percent of the licensing fees would be putinafundto -
benefit the townships where the entertainment devices are located, -
The remainder would be used by the Office of Consumer Affairsfor -
operating expenses: - . :

m The businesses wouldn't be permitted to open within 500 feetofa .
school, public library, public playground orany establishment with a )

. liquor permit.,

l:acasa:_nam__EEBHPB.HSEE_"@EQE:&B%B.
to midnight Monday through Saturday. : s
= No one under ags 18 would be pemitted in the business.

EEK .

Afull copy of the legjslation (Ord. 2010-160) is available at httpy/ -
sEE.S.SBBFS.ESEQSmn_m_mE?noB.mmP ’

>§ﬁ=§5aﬂﬂmu.i..?=§5$o§
meeting at 5:30 p.m. 585-&255%0:&635::_
floor of the Ohio Building, 175 S. Main St., Akron. :

Pprovide a friendly, neighborhood
atmosphere. People can get free
coffee and other nonalcoholic  tainment business,” Michel said.

Cluding hot dogs and sloppy joes, R Amon can be reached of 330996 3569

the makes the operation rggmo&wgmn
_nnummsm per at night, Michel said.

He said Gold Rush tries to Gold Rush also holds regular
auctions for items such as patio
furniture. “We're in the enter-




